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Washtenaw Community College Comprehensive Report

PLS 220 Politics and the Media
Effective Term: Spring/Summer 2020

Course Cover
Division: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences
Department: Social Sciences
Discipline: Political Science
Course Number: 220
Org Number: 11750
Full Course Title: Politics and the Media
Transcript Title: Politics and the Media
Is Consultation with other department(s) required: No
Publish in the Following: College Catalog , Time Schedule , Web Page
Reason for Submission: Three Year Review / Assessment Report
Change Information:

Consultation with all departments affected by this course is required.
Course description
Outcomes/Assessment
Objectives/Evaluation

Rationale: The syllabus for PLS 220 has not been reviewed since 2009.
Proposed Start Semester: Fall 2019
Course Description: In this course, students critically examine the role of the mass media in shaping
American political life, focusing on the historical development of the mass media in American society,
the economic and political forces that shape news coverage of political leaders and institutions, the
influence of the mass media on the American public and normative assessments of how well the media
promotes public deliberation in a democracy.

Course Credit Hours
Variable hours: No
Credits: 3
Lecture Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45
Lab: Instructor: 0 Student: 0
Clinical: Instructor: 0 Student: 0

Total Contact Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45
Repeatable for Credit: NO
Grading Methods: Letter Grades
Audit
Are lectures, labs, or clinicals offered as separate sections?: NO (same sections)

College-Level Reading and Writing
College-level Reading & Writing

College-Level Math
No Level Required

Requisites
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Prerequisite 
PLS 112 minimum grade "C-"

General Education
MACRAO
 MACRAO Social Science
General Education Area 5 - Social and Behavioral Science
 Assoc in Applied Sci - Area 5
 Assoc in Science - Area 5
 Assoc in Arts - Area 5
Michigan Transfer Agreement - MTA
 MTA Social Science

Request Course Transfer
Proposed For:

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Describe the historical development and technological changes in the mass media environment in the
U.S.

Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Departmental exam
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key and departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of the students will score 70% or
higher on the outcome-related questions
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

2. Articulate the role of the mass media in the United States.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Departmental exam
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key and departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of the students will score 70% or
higher on the outcome-related questions
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

3. Identify the factors influencing media content in and outside of the U.S.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Departmental exam
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key and departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of the students will score 70% or
higher on the outcome-related questions
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty
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4. Articulate the interaction of the news media profession and government
officials/politicians/campaigners.

Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Departmental exam
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key and departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of the students will score 70% or
higher on the outcome-related questions
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

5. Identify the effects of the news media on the public’s perceptions of the political world.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Departmental exam
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All sections
Number students to be assessed: All students
How the assessment will be scored: Answer key and departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of the students will score 70% or
higher on the outcome-related questions
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

Course Objectives
1. Identify the role the mass media play in democratic and non-democratic political systems.
2. Describe the functions of the mass media.
3. Apply models of the news making process (i.e., the mirror, professional, political and economic

models) to explain contemporary news coverage.
4. Identify the government regulatory environment under which the media operate in the United States

and the effects of this environment on the news product.
5. Describe ownership, regulation and control pattern in other countries and assess their consequences

for their media product.
6. Describe how the First Amendment, as interpreted by the Supreme Court, both protects and limits

freedom of the press.
7. Describe the demographic and political backgrounds of American journalists and how these

characteristics affect news reporting.
8. Explain the concept of media "gatekeeping."
9. Identify the effects of gatekeeping on the news product.

10. Describe the adversarial relationship between politicians and the press, and explain the reasons for
this relationship.

11. Identify the strategies journalists and politicians employ as they attempt to manipulate information to
their own public advantage.

12. Describe how the news media cover the executive branch.
13. Evaluate how individual members of Congress attempt to manipulate and control political

information.
14. Describe how the news media cover the judicial branch.
15. Explain how news coverage of the judicial branch differs from coverage of the executive and

legislative branches, and identify the consequences of these differences.
16. Describe how the news media cover state and local affairs.
17. Explain the differences between political markets and media markets and the consequences of these

differences for the quantity and quality of state and local news coverage.
18. Describe how the news media cover the legislative branch.
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19. Identify how state and local news coverage differ from national news coverage, and explain why they
differ.

20. Evaluate White House strategies to manipulate and control political information.
21. Identify differences in audiences for foreign and domestic news.
22. Apply models of the news-making process to the reporting of foreign affairs and wars.
23. Describe the quality of foreign news coverage.
24. Compare news coverage of foreign affairs in U.S. and non-U.S. news outlets.
25. Assess the impact of foreign news coverage on public officials and public opinion.
26. Describe the practice of investigative journalism.
27. Identify the ethical considerations of investigative journalism.
28. Identify how journalists can affect the policy agenda.
29. Identify how news media could cover elections.
30. Apply models of news making to explain the quality and quantity of information provided to the

American public in election coverage.
31. Critique journalists' claims of political objectivity in election reporting.
32. Trace the historical development of televised debates in elections in the United States.
33. Describe the role of political advertising and its consequences in elections in the United States.
34. Identify the consequences of the news media's role in elections in the United States.
35. Explain the role of the media in political socialization, and apply it to their own upbringing.
36. Describe the agenda setting effects of the mass media.
37. Identify the effects of the media on political learning and behavior.
38. Trace developments in the new media technologies, and assess their consequences for the political

system.
39. Critically evaluate the news media's contribution to the quality of public deliberation in the United

States.

New Resources for Course

Course Textbooks/Resources
Textbooks
Manuals
Periodicals
Software

Equipment/Facilities
Level III classroom

Reviewer     Action Date
Faculty Preparer:   
Donna Wasserman     Faculty Preparer Aug 08, 2019 
Department Chair/Area Director:   
Gregg Heidebrink     Recommend Approval Aug 15, 2019 
Dean:   
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Curriculum Committee Chair:   
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Shawn Deron     Recommend Approval Oct 18, 2019 
Vice President for Instruction:   
Kimberly Hurns     Approve Oct 18, 2019 
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